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Bulletin 02

Champs at Inaugural Yahoo! Mobile Developer Awards 

With their distinct presentation style and simple-to-use 
mobile widget (mini applications for mobile phones), SCE 

team Simple came out winners at the inaugural contest hosted 
by Yahoo!. This competition saw 24 teams from six local tertiary 
institutes creating innovative, mobile business solutions for four 
corporate brands; DBS Bank, Kellogg Asia, Malaysia Airlines and 
UEEEU.com - using Yahoo!’s Blueprint ™ platform.

 

Designed for DBS Bank, the winning mobile widget helps customers 
conveniently locate branches and ATMs, and access information 
on bank products and credit card privileges. At the awards 
ceremony held on 23 October at Zouk, our winning team walked 
away with a cash prize and the title — Best in Show mobile widget. 

*Read more on pg 12

Prized Pictures 
Computer Science student Cheong Tzeh Leong’s masterpiece 

titled, Jump to a New Start earned a Merit Award at the 
ConnectNANYANG photography contest. Like him, under-
graduates Ho Tien Vu and Giedrius Gliozeris were awarded 
prizes for their artistic compositions. Both students clinched 
consolation prizes for their pieces titled, The Nanyang Connector 
Greets and Nanyang respectively. Joining the winning circle 
were SCE Alumnus Le Quang Hung and staff Toh Leong Teck.      

STUDENT NEWS

NTUCoders to the Rescue

SCE’s very own NTUCoders made a splash at this year’s Splash 
Awards 2008 – XChallange, jointly organised by the Singapore 

Computer Society, IDA (Infocomm Development Authority 
of Singapore) and Microsoft. SCE students Sun Zhong Yinan, 
Pham Chau Khoa and Vu Minh Tan emerged tops at this 12 hour 
iron-coder competition. The challenge: Creating a sustainable 
environment through state-of-the-art technology. 

The NTUCoders, from left to right: Vu Minh Tan, Sun Zhong Yinan and Pham 
Chau Khoa

Cheong Tzeh Leong and his wining photograph



Bulletin03

Apple Scholarships 
for SCE
Ten SCE students were awarded with Apple Student 

Scholarships to attend the Worldwide Developers Conference 
(WWDC) 2008 — a five day event hosted by Apple, Inc in 
San Francisco. Reputed to be one of the most important annual 
events for software and hardware developers, this event saw 
our students participating in 150 informative sessions, where 
they were given full access to in-depth mechanics of Apple 
technology. Congratulations to all ten students: Vuong Nhu 
Khue, Husein William, Lin Dewei, Yangfan, Alimin Adi, Thuy Diem 
Nguyen, Huang Zhenghao, Vu Vinh An, Firdaus Fajar Maulana and 
Soenaryo Edwin Boaz! 

Mash-It-Up!
SCE students dominated Microsoft’s Mash-It-Up Competition 

with two winning entries, from teams: Work-Life-Balance and 
Inviting Me who took second and third place respectively. In this 
competition, the 35 participating teams were required to create 
the most compelling mash-up in 24 hours, using Microsoft’s Popfl y 
technology.  Popfl y Mashups allow participants to combine data 
and media from different sources to create websites according to 
the users’ preference. The teams were tested on their technical 
know-how as well as their ability to think creatively. Points 
were given to those whose blocks were used or mashed-up with 
other teams.   

Asia’s Best and Brightest

PhD student Huang Yi has been shortlisted by Microsoft 
Research Asia (MSRA) lab as one of the ‘best and the 

brightest in Asia and the Pacifi c area’ for her outstanding 
work in research. For her diligence and contrbutions to the 
fi eld of science, she was awarded the Microsoft Rresearch 
Asia Fellowship (2008-2009). Earlier this year, Huang Yi 
had also clinched the title of Best Student Paper Award 
at the Joint Conference in Digital Libraries (JCDL) 2008, 
for her paper titled User-Assisted Ink Bleed Correction for 
Handwritten Documents co-written with former supervisor 
Michael S Brown. 

Second year Business & Computing student, 
Zhang Peifei was among the four that formed the 

NBS team who traveled to Montreal and claimed top 
spot at this year’s UNCC. Held at Concordia University’s 
John Molson School of Business, this event saw 17 
schools worldwide competing for the coveted title. 
The team impressed the panel of judges with their 
unique presentation style. 

Winner at IT Leaders 
Award 2008
Second year student Lua Rui Ping has clinched this year’s prestigious 

IT Youth Award — a category in the IT Leader Awards 2008 
organised by the Singapore Computer Society. This accolade aims 
to recognise outstanding youths in the fi eld of IT below the age of 
26, who have distinguished themselves through their achievements 
and contributions to the development of the industry. 

Rui Ping receiving 
IT Youth Award 
from Mr Wilson Tan, 
President of the 
Singapore Computer 
Society

Undergraduate National 
Case Competition 
(UNCC) Champs! 



HP Labs 
Innovation Research 
Award 

Notably the only proposal selected 
from Singapore, the paper titled, 

Understanding and Exploiting the 
Dynamics of Collaboration Ecosystems 
submitted by Assistant Professor 
Anwitaman Datta stood out from among 
450 submissions from 200 universities. 
The proposal focuses on exploiting 
the dynamics in collaborative social 
networks, to enhance productivity in the 
workplace. Joining him in this project 
is SCE counterpart, Assistant Professor 
Sun Aixin. The two professors will work 
closely with researchers from HP Labs, 
Tokyo. 

$7.4 Million for Interactive 
Digital Media (IDM) Research 
En route to realising Singapore’s vision of becoming a global IDM capital, a sum of 

about $7.4 million was awarded to five projects under the Ministry of Education’s, 
National Research Fund — Research and Development programme. From among the 
five, two proposals were submissions from SCE Professors. 

Principal Investigator Project Title

Associate Professor  
Goh Wooi Boon

Using embedded technology support (i-Cube) for children’s 
concept development through play

Assistant Professor  
Miao Chun Yan

Intelligent Agent-Augmented Multi-User Virtual 
Environments: Research into Designs for Learning 
Environments of the Future

* Read more on page 11

Ruling IN In-flight Cellular 
Communication

Bulletin 04
STAFF NEWS

Assistant Professor Vinod Achutavarrier Prasad and 
Associate Professor A S Madhukumar were awarded an 

Award of Merit from the European Aeronautic Defence and 
Space Company (EADS), for their project titled, Advanced 
Baseband Algorithms and Low Power Implementations  
for Wireless Communications. This project aims to 
develop signal processing architectures for multi-standard 
wireless communication transceivers, with opportunistic 
spectrum access. It is said to be potentially applicable 
to in-flight cellular communication. The project was 
jointly reviewed by EADS and the Singapore Economic 
Development Board (EDB). 



Teaching Excellence is Here at SCE 

Bulletin05

Making Eco-Friendly 
Waves this Chingay

Associate Editor
Professor Jagath Rajapakse has authored over 200 research 

publications in revered journals, books, and conference 
proceedings in the fields of brain imaging, computational 
biology, and machine learning. In 2006 he was listed to be 
among the most cited scientists of all fields. To add to his 
illustrious list, he has recently been given the title of Associate 
Editor of IEEE Transactions on Medical Imaging (TMI). 

Prolific Author
In celebration of its 25th Anniversary, premier database 

and knowledgebase systems journal, Data and Knowledge 
Engineering (DKE) embarked on analysing and quantifying 
papers that have been published under the DKE flagship. 
Data was collected from three sources; Science Direct, Scopus 
and the Web of Science. From the numbers tabled, Associate 
Professor Sourav Saha Bhowmick has been listed as the second 
most prolific author.  

Associate Professor A S Madhukumar’s dedication to his profession has certainly not 
gone unnoticed. His fervor for the school and his students was duly recognised at 

the Nanyang Awards ceremony, held on 19 March. The award ceremony is a special 
occasion to recognise and celebrate the outstanding achievements and contributions of 
NTU faculty, staff and students.  Naturally, this devoted professor received nothing less 
than the coveted Teaching Excellence Award. 

Associate Professor Goh Wooi Boon and Associate Professor 
Quek Hiok Chai added the “green factor” to NTU’s 

magnificent float that is set to awe spectators this coming 
Chingay during 30-31 January 2009. The float will feature three 
animated dragons, with one reaching an amazing height of eight 
metres, crossing a sea of illuminated waves. The wave structure 
that the dragons rest on draw on moving light to simulate the 
actual effect of waves. The “moving waves” designed by both 
professors, spot a unique green solution which incorporates a 
light refraction system that uses recycled materials such as 
water bottles, coloured water and simple rotating motors with 
unbalanced loads. 



Bulletin 06

A  Memorandum of Understanding  
was signed on 28 March with 

Osaka University to promote 
students and staff exchange. Osaka 
University is a renowned institution 
acknowledged internationally for its outstanding achievements in various 
scientific research fields. This initiative between the stellar institutions 
paves the way for even more collaborations between SCE and Osaka 
University, specifically with the Graduate School of Information Science 
and Technology and Cybermedia Centre.  This alliance will promote more 
visits, joint studies and research opportunities to students and staff of 
both institutions. 

Research 
in High 
Performance 
Computing

On 19 March, the School signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Institute of High Performance 
Computing (IHPC) to establish a joint research facility that encourages active interdisciplinary cooperation 

between the two institutions in the frontier research of high performance computing. In collaboration with IHPC, 
SCE now offers high performance computing research opportunities to both students and staff. 

Strengthening Ties

Prof Angela Goh and 
Assoc Prof Francis Lee 
together with industry 
partners from IHPC

SCE LINKS-UP
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Engineered for the New Economy

Addressing the growing interdependence of technology 
and management, the Double Degree in Computer 
Engineering /Computer Science and Economics 
programme is designed to provide students with a 
greater appreciation for both economic and engineering 
environments. Jointly offered by the School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences, it aims to provide 
graduates with unparalleled prospects in today’s 
competitive business landscape. With the completion 
of this five-year course, students will graduate with a 
B.Eng in Computer Engineering or Computer Science 
and a B.A. (Hons) in Economics. Armed with two 
honours degrees, our graduates will be able to choose 
from a plethora of careers in infocomm, financial and 
business services industries. 
 

SSME A Plus to Prevailing 
Computer Science Programmes

Service Science, Management and Engineering (SSME) 
is a new multi-disciplinary research and academic 
effort that integrates aspects of established fields such 
as computer science, operations research, engineering, 
management sciences, business strategy, social and 
cognitive sciences, and legal sciences. In collaboration 
with International Business Machines Corporation (IBM) 
and supported by Infocomm Development Authority 
of Singapore (IDA), SSME will be integrated into the 
undergraduate curriculum offered by the School, where 
it intends to leverage on existing inter-disciplinary 
courses, and build upon SCE’s tradition of practice-
emphasis. SSME concepts, principles and issues will 
be taught throughout the four-year Computer Science 
programme. 

Across Borders 
A Memorandum of Understanding was signed 

between Wroclaw University of Technology and 
the School of Computer Engineering in February, to 
strengthen and explore collaborative efforts between 
the two institutions, with particular focus in the 
area of postgraduate studies. The two institutions 
also look forward to organising and promoting joint  
conferences. 

NEW PROGRAMMES

Crossing borders, 
Assoc Prof Francis 
Lee at the Wroclaw 
University of 
Technology

An Enhanced Approach 

In collaboration with the Infocomm Development 
Authority (IDA), SCE will now offer the Enhanced 
Learning in Infocomm Technology (ELITe) programme 
to its students. This new initiative seeks to nurture 
infocomm undergraduates into professionals who 
are equipped to take on the many challenges faced 
within the Infocomm industry. Supported by IDA and 
its many partners, this multi-
faceted programme aims to give 
undergraduates the opportunity 
to sharpen their skills through 
a variety of activities that seek 
to complement a classroom-
based learning experience.   
A distinct element in the ELITe 
programme is; the extent of its 
industrial partners’ involvement 
in transforming students into 
relevant, talented professionals. 
Industry mentors are required 
to assist students to secure 
industry-relevant projects and 
internships. 

“The programme gives 
me the necessary 
exposure as well 
as the chance to 
participate in an 
industry relevant 

project. Personally, 
the experience, 
information and 
opportunities 

presented through this 
course is extremely 
valuable and should 

not be missed,” 
— Xiao Yuhong  

a participant of the ELITe programme



Feature 08

SCE Celebrates 20 Years of Excellence
20 years young, SCE has evolved to become a vibrant institution that offers a multitude of opportunities 
for both staff and students. This confi dent 20 year-old looks set to provide solutions for the new, 
technology-driven economy, cultivating an environment that supports both creativity and innovation. 
The SCE journey began in November 1988 as the School of Applied Science (SAS) in the then NTI 
(Nanyang Technological Institute). SAS was a means of responding to the world’s rapidly increasing 
fascination for computers in the 1980s which required a new kind of professional, one profi cient to 
take on the challenges of this unchartered form of technology. 

Humble Beginnings
The fi rst person on board the SAS was Professor 
Haracharan Singh, who went on to recruit six of the 
fi nest instructional staff from the School of Electrical 
Engineering in January 1989. Among these six were: 
Professor Seah Hock Soon, Associate Professor Francis 
Lee and Associate Professor Lee Keok Kee, who worked 
feverishly for six months to put together the curriculum 
and fundamental building blocks of the School; which 
later took in 157 students that began coursework in the 
discipline of computer technology in July 1989. 

In no time, SAS incorporated two additional 
disciplines, Materials Engineering in 1991 and later 
Information Studies in 1992. Not long after, the School 
introduced its fi rst Master of Science (Information 
Studies) degree programme in 1993 which further 
fueled the increase in student numbers to more than 
1600 students in 1995. In the same year, SAS moved 
from the then Block 4 into its new home, the north 
complex of the campus (N4). 

Soon after, in 1999 the undergraduate degree 
programmes were turned into a rigorous four-year 
commitment and in the following year, SAS was re-
named the School of Computer Engineering which 
marked the beginning of yet another period of 
remarkable change. 

From Strength to Strength 
Now more vivacious than ever before SCE is set to 
propel itself into new frontiers, creating a pool of 
promising talents, conditioned to push boundaries and 
enhance the way we live. In sync with the needs of 
the world today the School presently houses a total of 
eleven research centres and laboratories, conducting 
cutting-edge research in areas such as Computer Vision, 
Embedded Systems as well as Computer Graphics and 
Visualisation. 

A research driven institution, SCE is home to a pool 
of forward thinking researchers from across the globe, 
and offers a broad-based education curriculum to both 
its undergraduate and graduate students. As such, the 
number of students has increased tremendously over 
the years. And with the world becoming a ‘smaller’ 
place to live in, SCE has formed formidable alliances 
with the industry as well as academia, and is set to 
strengthen its position as a renowned research hub.    
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In 1988, Professor Harcharan Singh, the 
founding Dean of the School of Applied 
Science faced a daunting task of setting 
up a school from scratch with a handful 
of academic staff. Twenty years on, the 

renamed School of Computer Engineering 
is virtually unrecognisable from its early 
days. We now have thousands of alumni, 

more than two hundred faculty members, 
technical and administrative staff, and 
achievements that would make a much 
older institution proud of. Yet, many of 
us are nostalgic of the ‘good old days’ 

where we had closer interaction amongst 
colleagues and students. In our pursuit 

of being a top-ranked research intensive 
university, I hope we can remember that 
it is people, and not statistics, that make 
a university. So as we commemorate our 
20th anniversary, my wish is that SCE will 

achieve greater heights but not at the 
expense of losing our compassion.

— Professor Angela Goh
Acting Chair



A pioneer in the field of Computer Graphics, 
Professor José Luis Encarnação is no stranger to 
NTU. This groundbreaking scientist is renowned 

for his ability to wear many hats, juggling several key 
positions in his career where he serves as a researcher, 
a passionate lecturer and a consultant — to the industry 
as well as several international and government 
agencies. Professor Encarnação also played a vital role 
in the development of CAMTech, as the Director of 
the Fraunhofer Institute for Computer Graphics (IGD), 
where his foresight in partnering SCE has led to the 
creation of a progressive research facility. Recognising 
his outstanding contributions in the field of science, 
technology and the University, Professor Encarnação 
has been honoured with the Honorary Degree of 
Doctor of Engineering (Honoris Causa) on 21 July — 
presented to him by His-Excellency S R Nathan. In his 
home-coming, we at PulSCE were privileged to speak 
to this distinguished man of science as he gives us his 
predictions on trends in the Computer Graphics arena.

PulSCE: You have retired from Fraunhofer IGD and are 
now the Chairman of the INI GraphicsNet Foundation. 
What is the strategy of the INI-GraphicsNet Foundation 
in Singapore? 
Prof Encarnação: The INI-GraphicsNet Foundation 
in Singapore will moderate and facilitate existing 
activities, programmes and projects, by offering 
global complementary services to two international 
networks: Partner Network (Network of the INI-
GraphicsNet international partners)  and Joint Venture 
Network (Network of INI-GraphicsNet members in nine 
countries). 

Up Close with Professor José Luis Encarnação

PulSCE: What is the potential for cooperation between 
the Foundation and NTU-SCE?
Prof Encarnação: The INI-GraphicsNet Foundation 
would like to develop a strong co-operation and 
partnership with NTU, given its potential and diversity. 
NTU should be a privileged partner of the Foundation 
in Singapore. Therefore, SCE and CAMTech will be very 
important and interesting groups to work with and to 
be supported by the Foundation.

PulSCE:  What are the trends in computer graphics? 
Give some examples from your point of view.
Prof Encarnação:  Personally, the future of computer 
graphics lies in computer games (technologies, methods 
and systems) for professional applications or ‘serious 
games’, Ambient Intelligence (AI), and Computational 
Photography.  

New generation professionals are influenced by 
computer games and expect similar technologies 
to be integrated to their jobs. Some such tools can 
be found in field support, maintenance and repair 
guidance, planning and simulation. The environment 
in which we live in on the other hand is becoming 
more intelligent giving rise to AI. Some applications 
of AI include: Assistance for elderly people, health 
care, entertainment and others. The interfaces and 
interaction formed with the users in such intelligent 
environments, coupled with the usage of these 
products will be experienced visually (multimodal, 
multimedia, including videos, gestic, mimic, etc.) 

Computational Photography or Computing Photography 
is another area to take note. Although still somewhat 
fuzzy, it is clear that digital photography has led to 
an increase in the number of users, production and a 
new data type — the digital photograph. The question 
now, is how to use and integrate it in existing systems 
and applications, as well as what new algorithms are 
needed to process it. Several companies, for example 
Microsoft, have started to pay more attention to it. 

— Pfeiffer Chung

Prof José Luis Encarnação (second from left)   
at the Convocation Ceremony 
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Reinventing Education 
“Computers are changing the way we work and the way we live... We will use IT to 
encourage pupils to learn more independently, to learn actively,” said Senior Minister 
Goh Chok Tong in his National Day Rally speech in 1996.  Undeniably, it has. Technology 
has given us the freedom to access information and to transform the way we learn and 
engage in business radically, creating tremendous opportunity for a new intelligent 
economy. The Ministry of Education sees great potential in harnessing technological 
advancement in areas such as Interactive Digital Media (IDM) for teaching, learning and 
inculcating values in an interactive and immersive manner. 

Playing a pivotal role in reinventing the education system through state-
of-the-art technology are professors from SCE. Projects submitted by 

Associate Professor Goh Wooi Boon and Assistant Professor Miao Chun Yan 
have recently been awarded funding from the National Research Fund. 

Using Embedded Technology Support for Children’s 
Concept Development through Play

Led by Associate Professor Goh Wooi Boon, the research titled, Using 
Embedded Technology Support for Children’s Concept Development 
through Play looks to develop and evaluate innovative play-oriented 
early childhood pedagogies using an interactive audio-visual, kinesthetic 
and tactile educational tool called i-Cube. The i-Cube is an innovative 
tool; embedded with smart sensors, wireless communication and audio-
visual output capabilities, which enables tangible user interaction with 
a computer through the physical manipulation of block-like objects. 
Pedagogical research will be conducted to apply and evaluate the effi cacy 
of the i-Cube system for teaching children and children with autism 
spectrum disorder.

Intelligent Agent-Augmented Multi-User Virtual 
Environments

The National Research Foundation and Ministry of Education have awarded 
the research team steered by Assistant Professor Miao Chun Yan with 
funding for the research project, Intelligent Agent-Augmented Multi-User 
Virtual Environments: Research into Designs for Learning Environments 
of the Future. This project fuses talents from different disciplines at NTU 
namely; the School of Computer Engineering, School of Electrical and 
Electronic Engineering, School of Art, Design and Media and the National 
Institute of Education. The objective of this research is to develop future 
learning environments; an agent augmented virtual world that involves 
intelligent educational interactive digital media (IDM) — integrating 
intelligent agents with a 3D multi-user virtual environment (MUVE). In this 
research, life-like avatars that simulate real world experience in virtual 
worlds will be explored to create new, immersive learning environments 
able to engage and aid students in active learning.  
   

Computers are 
changing the way 
we work and the 

way we live...We will 
use IT to encourage 
pupils to learn more 
independently, to 

learn actively
— Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong 

(in his National Day Rally speech in 1996)



The number of mobile phone 
subscribers has increased by 
leaps and bounds over the 

years and with the advancement 
of mobile technology, this pocket-
sized gadget has become the 
trusted side-kick of the modern day 
tech-savvy user. Fitting snugly in the 
palm of your hand, new generation 
phones are sophisticated tools that 
allow for the convergence of media, 
making it the perfect medium  
for disseminating up-to-the-minute 
information to millions of users. 
Together with Yahoo!; DBS Bank, 
Kellogg Asia, Malaysia Airlines and 
UEEEU.com have gone beyond their 
in-house IT departments to discover 
fresh ideas from young local talent 
in order to address the burgeoning 
trend of providing services to 
mobile users — through the first-
ever Yahoo! Mobile Developer 
competition. 

Students from six local tertiary 
institutes participated in the 
inaugural challenge which saw 
them engineering the best mobile 
widgets (mini applications for 
mobile phones) for the four 
participating organisations, using 
Yahoo!’s Blueprint™ platform. 

A Simple touch
This easy-to-use platform allows 
developers to create and distribute 
applications to wider audiences, 
as well as design mobile websites 
and standalone applications. From 
the 24 participating teams, team 
Simple comprising of SCE’s Business 
and Computing undergraduates 
James Gwee, Lim Jing-Yi and Tan 
Zhong Xing designed the winning 
widget for DBS Bank.

Tantalised by the exposure and 
experience that came along with 
participating in this competition, 
the trio of team Simple unanimously 
agreed to partake in the quest of 
building a winning widget. “We had 
a short development timeframe to 
meet (slightly over three weeks), 
a new development platform to 
learn, and an endless schedule of 
academic commitments — which 
in no way stopped us!” said the 
industrious boys of team Simple, 
who were thrilled by the challenge 
of combining technology to create 
actual applications for the mobile 
phone. 

Tasked with developing a 
widget which could complement 
the lifestyle of DBS’ clients, the 
students ensured that their design 
was appealing, practical and above 
all, simple. “It was something 
we thought our friends and even 
ourselves would want to use,” 
explained the team who went 
beyond thinking of merely the 
convenience of clients, but also the 
administrator and the viability of 
attracting new customers for DBS. 
“It had to provide a sustainable 
solution. Something the bank would 

be able to update and maintain 
regularly in a way that is not too 
cumbersome. We felt that it would 
be a bonus if the widget could in 
some ways attract new clients 
for DBS,” they added. As simple 
as dialing a number, the winning 
widget allows for easy access and 
updating for both the consumer 
and content manager respectively. 
The widget allows customers of DBS 
to conveniently locate branches 
and ATMs, and access information 
on bank products and credit card 
privileges. 

The intelligent application, 
together with the team’s creative 
presentation skills, won the panel 
of judges over. Judging the various 
teams were experts from Yahoo!,  
the Infocomm Development 
Authority of Singapore (IDA), and 
representative from the sponsor 
companies. 

The team attributes their 
win to the lessons learnt in 
the classroom. “Pursuing a 
double degree in Business and 
Computing gives us the privilege 
of combining various aspects of 
two very diverse disciplines. This 
programme equips us with the 
power of cutting-edge-technology  
(computer programming), as well 
as a thorough understanding of 
the business environment, and 
the importance of packaging and 
marketing,” replied the enterprising 
trio, who walked away with a cash 
prize and the title of Best in Show. 
The widget is said to be showcased 
on the mobile widget gallery in 
Yahoo! Go 3.0. 
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Many might be quick to think that the 
relationship between engineers and artists 
are polar opposites; so much so that one 

would liken both fields to originate from two different 
planets. But before we fall into this category of hasty 
generalisation, prepare yourself to be pleasantly 
surprised. The relationship of this apparent ‘art versus 
science’ equation can actually lead to matrimonial 
bliss.

The collaboration between two SCE under-
graduates, Neha Chachra and Aswath Krishnan; 
together with Assistant Professor Scott Hessels and 
students from the School of Art, Design and Media (ADM) 
have certainly proven this to be nothing less than the 
truth. This partnership has culminated in the GPS Film 
project, which has garnered the title of being the “first 
location-based film worldwide”, and also received rave 
reviews from the film community. This breakthrough 
film that runs on a PDA conveys new meaning to the 
term ‘cinematic experience’ — giving viewers the 
much needed freedom of mobility and access. 

Designed and implemented by our school’s 
students, the application utilises real-time GPS data of 
a viewer’s location and movement, and brings about a 
new dimension in film experiences. The GPS software 
keeps track of the viewer’s location and the screening 
of the relevant clips. “The areas were broken down 
into nine different zones — each possessing a unique 
characteristic. The idea of the application is to 

Introducing the World’s First GPS Film
transform the movie into a real life experience for the 
user. For example, when the viewer is in Chinatown, 
they will feel like they’re part of the movie, and they’ll 
“see” the gangsters charge right at them,” explained 
Neha.  

 An independent project outside of the normal 
programme curriculum, this endeavour provided 
both students with an opportunity to experience 
first-hand the intricacies of integrating technology 
and art. Stemming from a simple email sent by the 
ADM professor, Neha and Aswath did not have any 
expectations when they started work on the project, 
and are now simply overwhelmed by its success. “We 
worked on the project for over a year and didn’t realise 
that it was going to be this big,” said Aswath. The GPS 
Film is titled Nine Lives, and was directed and produced 
by students of ADM. Shot in nine distinct locations in 
Singapore, it is able to run on a compact framework 
such as Windows Mobile. The patent pending software, 
which cost about $450,000 to develop, is available for 
free to non-commercial users. 

The application is set to pave the way in film 
and digital interactive content. It is no wonder then 
that the two have already received calls from industry 
giant, Nokia. Together, both have co-authored a paper 
titled, GPS Film-Location Based Cinema, which has 
received poster presentation status at the International 
Symposium on GPS/GNSS 2008 held on 11-14 November 
2008 in Tokyo. 

Our innovators Aswath Krishnan (left) 
and Neha Chahchra 
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Continuing its 17 year old tradition of academic
excellence, the Harvard Project for Asian & 
International Relations (HPAIR) On-Campus 

Conference created a rigorous forum for dialogue 
and exchange of ideas on the world’s most pressing 
issues. More than 250 delegates from all over the globe 
attended plenary sessions, panels and workshops 
covering topics on development, globalisation, public 
health, international relations, and cultural trans-
formations from 3-6 April. 

The conference aimed at studying the past 
achievements and upcoming challenges for Asia under 
its theme Cosmopolitan Asia: Diversity and Disparity.

HPAIR is the largest annual Harvard University 
event for Asia and is one of the most established and 
respected student groups in Harvard. Placed in the 
lush green and scenic surroundings of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts for the very first time; delegates 
attending the Harvard conference found themselves 
placed in various councils — Economic and Social 
Development, The Global Economy, Culture, Health, 
Technology & Environment and International Relations. 
My concern and desire to do constructive work for our 
fast degrading ecology and environment prompted me 
to be part of the Health Technology and Environment 
council.

The council session began with a lecture by  
Dr. Kelly Gallagher — Director of the Project on Energy 
Technology Innovation Policy, Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard University. Her insights on 
global warming backed with precise numerical figures 

From our Harvard Correspondent 

and her vast experience lobbying law makers in the US 
as well as in China, Europe and many other developing 
nations, provided participants with a clear picture 
of the severity of this situation. This also highlighted 
the diplomatic as well as political challenges that 
are faced when implementing environment friendly 
policies. Dr Gallagher also shared with us her plans and 
policy recommendations for both the US and Chinese 
governments, which were both economically viable 
and would go a long way in protecting our planet. 
Several other interesting discussions followed in the 
various councils, improving our insight on global affairs 
and understanding the complexities of the diplomatic 
process.

Council workshops were complemented with 
three plenary sessions, where distinguished speakers 
touched on topics such as, Voices of Rising Authority 
— Mass Media in contemporary Asia, Rule of Law in 
Pakistan and several others.

The conference provided me with a great 
opportunity to interact and discuss ideas with students 
from the best Universities in the world. It also paved 
the way for making some everlasting friendships, 
and provided an opportunity to meet distinguished 
personalities who have spent their entire lives trying 
to make our world a better place. In essence, the 
experience gained at the conference is in line with 
NTU’s vision of global exposure for its students and I 
am greatly honoured to be given the oppurtunity to 
learn from this experience. 

— Sparsh Argawal

Sparsh Argawal 
(right) at the HPAIR  
2008 Conference
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She chuckled when we compared her to Clark Kent. But 
undoubtedly, 21 year old undergraduate, Sarah Lam shares 
certain similarities with this legendary superhero. For 

starters, she leads a dual life — one which she cleverly separates 
with a pair of dark, thick-rimmed glasses — and like Clark Kent 
this budding computer scientist has legions of fans who adore 
her for her talent. No, she does not have superhuman strength 
nor can she dodge a speeding bullet; nevertheless one thing is 
certain, Sarah can definitely carry a tune. Sarah is the lead singer 
of beatnik trio, Tu Zi (Rabbit in English),  the newly crowned 
champion of Channel U’s highly rated television programme, 
SuperBand — a contest that provides young, local musicians a 
platform to broadcast their talent.  In this issue of PulSCE, SCE’s 
modest music-maven, Sarah talks to us about the complexities 
of juggling schoolwork, superstardom and a $50,000 cash prize. 

PulSCE:  Tell us more about your band, the origins of the name 
and how you ended up on television.
Sarah:  We’ve all been friends for a while now and both Carissa 
(leader and bassist) and Joyce (drummer) are in English and 
Mass Communications respectively. I’ve known Carissa since 
secondary school and we all have the same interest in music. 
They actually saw the advertisement on the bus and called to 
ask if I wanted to join and things just happened. We’re all pretty 
different especially in terms of the music we listen to and it 
was hard to come-up with a name everyone could agree on. So 
finally, we decided on Tu Zi (Rabbit), because we were born in 
1987 and in the lunar calendar it is the year of the rabbit.

PulSCE: And what about practice and schoolwork? 
Sarah:  We practiced everyday for SuperBand. Audition started 
in April, which was a week before the exams and quarterfinals 
were in June and the competition lasted till October. So it was 
quite hectic especially when assignments started coming in.  
My course mates were very helpful and offered me a lot of help. 
They would relate to me the things I have to do and also the 
deadlines for the upcoming assignments. 

PulSCE: Now that you are celebrated national starlet, have things 
at school been different?
Sarah: We had a chance to meet the Dean of Students who is 
very excited about our win. Things are pretty much the same 
except for the occasional murmur in the background, “Tu Zi, Tu 
Zi” and finger pointing. This happens more often when the three 
of us are together. Not only do students recognize us but the 
staff in NTU as well. 

PulSCE: What about Computer Science and the future? 
Sarah: Computer Science is a specialised programme and has 
many uses. The subjects covered are very new and abstract. 
To me, it is very interesting, challenging and different and I 
appreciate that.  Perhaps next time I can fuse both music and 
computer science together. As for the band we’ve received a few 
calls to do a number of gigs around the island. 

PulSCE: And about the $50,000?
Sarah: Well the money is being shared equally among us. For my 
share I intend to shop, take my friends and family out for a treat, 
and I’m thinking of investing in a new guitar, a Fender shred 
guitar and the rest I’ll save it. 

A Rockin’ Scientist

SuperBand 
Champs Tu ZI 

on stage
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Notes from the Valedictorian

At SCE I spent an exciting and challenging part of my life. 
I really enjoyed all the events, projects and modules 
that I had. Creative questions posed by our professors 
were intellectually stimulating and solving them gave 
me a strong sense of achievement — particularly, in 
modules like discrete mathematics and cryptography. 
Teamwork is perhaps another quality I learned to 
understand better while at SCE. The projects allowed 
for me to interact and work with students of SCE that 
came from different countries. These “SCE mini global 
experiences” allowed me to understand more about 
other races and cultures. 

Being Valedictorian has been my greatest honour and 
it is a title that entails responsibility. I am proud that I 
was given this opportunity to express the feelings and 
gratitude of my peers who have strived together with 
me for the past four years. The greatest challenge was 
to summarise a four year battle in five minutes.  

Currently, I am an Engineer at Data Security Systems 
Solutions Pte Ltd. Striving in such a competitive industry 
has made me more appreciative of the in-depth, 
technical and analytical training at NTU. It certainly 
has helped me to solve technical issues creatively.  
At the work place, you no longer rely on your professors 
for the answers, you are THE SOLUTION PROVIDER. The 
constant emphasis on teamwork at SCE has certainly 
given me a competitive edge. It has enabled me to 
complete my tasks more effectively and efficiently, 

and provided me with the confidence to interact with 
my clients, where I am required to explain technical 
fundamentals and build good rapport.  

In my free time, I enjoy sports such as free-style 
inline skating, jogging and working out at the gym. 
Social activities such as singing and clubbing are also 
few things I enjoy. In my opinion, striking a balance 
between work and play is absolutely necessary for 
personal growth. 

One thing that I miss most in NTU is Canteen A’s 
Chicken Rice. With the shortest queue the chicken rice 
stall was pretty much my best friend, who stood by me 
during my hardest moments — exams. 

The person who has inspired me most is Prof. Leong 
Peng Chor. I was his student for a number of modules, 
and I really do appreciate the way he conducts his 
lessons. He is passionate about his work and he guides 
us through the toughest of lessons. As long as we are 
willing to ask, he’d enlighten us.

My most memorable experience as an undergraduate 
was participating in codeXtreme 2007. I remember 
coming home with seriously dark eye-circles after 
coding Web 2.0 systems for a good 24 hours! Even 
though we did not walk away with prizes, this test of 
endurance and wit has made us all stronger (mentally), 
and has given us the capacity to take on even more 
challenging tasks ahead!

Success is dependent on one’s perspective. To me,
success is about accomplishing a realistic, yet demanding 
personal goal. I do believe success should come with a 
great sense of satisfaction!
 
I will never give up without a fight — life is about trial 
and error, failure is just one step closer to success. 
I strongly advocate, “Live once and live life to its 
fullest!” 

My top 3 golden rules are:
1)  Set one ultimate goal to be achieved, given a time-

frame, to keep oneself focused

2)  Think of at least one alternative, to facilitate 
comparison, before deciding

3)  Try, try and try. Don’t give up! 

He was the voice of Class 2008 and today, Valedictorian 
Chong Rong Hwa speaks-up again as he shares with us a 
little more on his journey at SCE and about the new road 
he presently cruises on.  
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Associate Professor Kwoh Chee Keong is a 
driven man who believes that every individual 
is capable of making a difference. 

As an engineer, he looks to create and 
discover scientific breakthroughs 
from his many research endeavours; 
and as a lecturer, he inspires 
and provides tools to equip his  
students with the ability to  
induce change. His pursuit to 
create a better society spans 
through more than just research 
hours at SCE — in fact he spends 
much of his time participating selflessly 
in many community projects. In recognition of his 
persistent efforts to make changes to the community, 
Associate Professor Kwoh has been honoured with the  
Public Service Medal at this year’s National Day Awards 
ceremony (in his capacity as the Secretary of Keat Hong 
CCC). The medal is awarded to individuals who have 
rendered commendable public service to the Nation.

Professor Kwoh embarked on his community 
service career in 1996, after submitting a letter to 
suggest methods of improving traffic conditions in his 
constituency. His meeting with then MP was perhaps 
the catalyst that spurred him on to commit time and 
effort to community work. “I started off as an observer 
and I slowly found myself being intrigued by the 
activities. That is when I decided to participate more 
actively,” said Associate Professor Kwoh. 

A Nation’s Prize
“Personally, life is more 

enriching when you dabble in various 
things instead of concentrating your 

efforts on just one area. It gives you a greater 
sense of awareness and at the same time 

it helps with personal growth and self-
discovery,” added the good Professor. 
Although satisfying, community work did 
take a toll on Associate Professor Kwoh who 

juggled not just his roles at the University 
but also the ones at home. “In the beginning, 

there was a lot of adjustment that needed to 
be done and perhaps the greatest sacrifice was 

my family. There were days when I was only home 
for one evening in a week. But the amazing thing about 
humans are their capacity to adapt, improvise and rise 
above any given situation.  With constant practice 
things that once appeared difficult can later prove to 
be easy, in time I eased into my new routines. I was also 
lucky to have found and met many good people that 
were willing to lend a helping hand. Most importantly,  
I have a very supportive and understanding family,” said 
Associate Professor Kwoh who involves his daughter in 
his community work. 

Aside from the recognition received from being 
awarded with the medal, Associate Professor Kwoh 
finds great satisfaction from receiving emails and 
letters from people whom he has helped. He greatly 
encourages the youth to play an active role in shaping 
the future of our society. 

Personally, life is more 
enriching when you 

dabble in various things 
instead of concentrating 

your efforts on just 
one area. It gives you 

a greater sense of 
awareness and at the 

same time it helps with 
personal growth and 

self-discovery
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The Nanyang Alumni Awards were launched in 
2005 and are presented to exemplary members 
of the Alumni who have rendered outstanding 

service to the society, community and the University. 
This award also recognises the work of graduates who 
have excelled in their respective fields both locally and 
abroad. Joining this luminary list on 4 October was 
SCE Alumnus Lee Chin Ping, who received the Nanyang 
Alumni Service Award from Guest-of-Honour Mr Lim 
Swee Say, NTUC Secretary General and Minister for the 
Prime Minister’s Office. 

This former Research Scholar obtained both his 
Masters and Bachelors Degrees from SCE, where he 
has contributed extensively to many School activities. 
Graduating in 1996, he has managed to keep his school 
spirit intact, and now sits as the President of the School 
of Computer Engineering Alumni Association (SCEAA).  

The voice of the new SCEAA, Chin Ping hopes to 
unite and connect graduates of the School, providing 
them with the opportunity to network and rekindle 
friendships through a plethora of engaging activities. 
“We want our alumni members to look to the 
Association as a safe haven, a place for them to be 
able to retreat to and rely on,” said the enthusiastic 
President. First, among the many activities lined-up is 
a simple monthly Saturday morning gathering at the 
Newton Food Centre. “We had to choose a location 
that could accommodate everyone. The event will 
be hosted every last Saturday of the month, at 9am,” 

Voice of the Alumni
said Chin Ping who hopes to see more SCE members, 
regardless whether or not they have graduated, 
participate in this outing. 

The SCEAA also aims to strengthen its deep rooted 
ties with its alma mater and the current students of 
the School. Chin Ping stresses on the importance of 
introducing the Association to students even before 
they graduate, “The Alumni is more than just a place 
to network, it is a community filled with people who 
share similar interests and is a wealth of resource, 
especially for students undertaking the programmes in 
the School. People come together to discuss industry 
trends, share insight on pertinent breakthroughs, and 
important life lessons not found in text books. These 
undeniably make room for interesting dialogue”.    

Chin Ping is optimistic about the future of the 
SCEAA and is thankful to the University for recognising 
the contributions of fellow Alumni members. He 
believes that such initiatives will encourage even more 
graduates to play an active role in the development of 
the University. This award has certainly spurred him on 
to strive harder to rebuild and strengthen the SCEAA.  
On behalf of the School, we would like to thank  
Chin Ping for his dedication and extend our heartiest 
congratulations on receiving the award! 

*Stay connected! For more details on SCEAA activities, 
visit http://www.scealumni.org

From left: Dr Su Guaning, Lee Chin Ping and Mr Lim Swee Say, 
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MSc Information Session 2008
Hosted at the Grand Plaza Park Hotel on 19 February 
2008, the event provided an opportunity for prospective 
postgraduate students to learn more about the various 
Masters programmes offered in SCE. 

Welcoming the many present was Associate 
Professor  Francis Lee (Associate Chair, Research) 
who provided an overview of the School as well as 
its research achievements. This was then followed 
by a presentation by the various faculty members 
representing the respective MSc programmes. 

The evening continued with an open question 
and answer session which was then followed by light 
refreshments that allowed for even greater interaction 
between the Professors, past graduated students and 
potential students.  

Big Day Out! — SCE Outreach Events
Up 25% from last year’s numbers, this year’s intake of undergraduate students have been very 
encouraging. The School has also witnessed a substantial growth in the number of students in both our 
MSc and PhD programmes. The healthy numbers can perhaps be attributed to the School’s continuous 
recruitment campaign for talented, forward thinking individuals. The School has been active in its 
pursuit for talent with its constant participation in many outreach events both in and out of the 
University.  Here are two such events that saw SCE staff going out in full force!

SCE Tea Party 2008
Held on 17 May, this year’s SCE Tea Party saw eager parents and budding 
young talents making their way to Marina Mandarin to learn more about 
the undergraduate programmes offered by the School. Answering to 
their many queries were, Professor Angela Goh (Acting Chair), Associate 
Professor Yeo Chai Kiat (Associate Chair, Academic) and staff from the 
University’s admissions office. 

Other highlights would include; a speech from guest speaker, Mr Tay 
Eng Wah and a presentation from the Computer Engineering Club (CEC). 
An accomplished SCE Alumnus, Eng Wah shared candidly his journey as an 
SCE graduate, and how his education at SCE has taught him many valuable 
lessons that enabled him to reach his career goals. The CEC members on 
the other hand took on the task of student ambassadors, where they shared 
their own personal accounts on the rigours of the various programmes and 
the exciting prospects that await them upon graduation.

 Another special guest that graced the event was, CARV (Cognitive 
Autonomous Rescue Vehicle), a project belonging to a team of SCE 
undergraduates. CARV awed and teased the imaginations of the many 
present, and was simply the star of the event. CARV was able to point-out 
to the many prospectus that ingenuity is central and when coupled with an 
SCE education, anything imagined could possibly be made a reality. 

Discussions continued over a light tea spread where inquisitive 
students took the opportunity to find out more about what the School has 
to offer. 

— Pfeiffer Chung



Bringing Asia’s First IFIP Networking Conference

Participants from 
around the globe 
received a roaring 

welcome from NTU at the 
7th IFIP Networking 2008
conference. Held for the 
first time in Asia, this 
event took place over 
five days from 5-9 May 
at the Nanyang Executive 
Centre. The conference 
saw the attendance of 
active and proficient 
members of the net-
working community from 
both academia and 

industry engaged in discussions on recent advancements 
in the broad field of telecommunications where key-
issues were highlighted, trends identified and visions 
refreshed.   

Chaired by Associate Professor Francis Lee 
(Associate Chair, Research — SCE) and Professor 
Lawrence W.C. Wong from NUS the conference was a 
stellar success. It received a total submission of 249 
papers from 41 countries. 47% of the submissions came 
from Europe and the Middle East, 38.3% from the Asia 
Pacific, 11.3% from the United States, 2.8% from Canada 
and 0.4% from Latin America.

“This is a great opportunity for researchers 
and practitioners to network and we hope that the 
friendships built during this conference will continue 
beyond Singapore,” said Associate Professor Francis 
Lee during his speech.

Conference objectives were achieved through 
the many technical sessions, keynote speeches, 
tutorials offered by invited experts, as well as panel 
discussions on current topics. The technical sessions 
were structured into three tracks; Ad Hoc and Sensor 
Networks, Wireless Networks and Next Generation 
Internet. Helming conference preparations were 
Program Chairs Associate Professor Amitabha Das and 
Associate Professor Pung Hung Keng from NUS.   

Addressing the slew of international participants 
at the opening ceremony was Guest-of-Honour  
Dr Tan Geok Leng (Chief Technology Officer, IDA 
Singapore), with his speech titled Broadband in 
Singapore — Past, Present and the Future. Keynote 
speeches were also delivered over the duration of the 
conference by the following distinguished speakers; 
Mr Mark Prior (Director, Research and Education 
Networking, Asia Pacific Juniper Networks, Inc) and 
Professor C.K. Toh (Honorary Professor, University of 
Hong Kong).  

With the event drawing to a close the gracious 
hosts indulged their guests with a cultural extravaganza 
— over a uniquely Singaporean dinner that boasted the 
island’s most celebrated dish, the Chili Crab. Aside 
from the sumptuous local fare, awards for the Best 
Paper were given out to its winners.  

Guest-of Honour 
Dr Tan Geok Leng, 
Chief Technology 
Officer, IDA (center) 
together with 
Conference Chairs
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“We make games at NTU,” declared students and graduates 
from the Masters of Engineering Programme (Games 
Development/ Research) at the first ever Baja Games 

held on 8 October — to debut the newest member of the Xbox 360 game 
collection, Baja: Edge of Control. A collaborative effort between Microsoft 
and TQ Global, this truly immersive road challenge allows players to harness 
the power of over 40 elite; trophy trucks, 4x4’s and buggies across eight 
varied vehicle classes, to take on a  realistic, gritty terrain which mirrors 
the rocky landscape of the Mexican state, Baja. Dubbed the ‘ultimate off-
road racing experience’, this newly packaged console must-have, is partly 
designed by students from the SCE-TQ Global joint programme. 

The ability to work on this project was simply exhilarating for these 
engineers who were delighted to see the high turn-out rate of curious 
onlookers at NTU — blown away by the all-round Baja experience. The game 
was a hit and is clearly able to provide hours of fun however, constructing 
it was definitely more than child’s play. The process saw separate elements 
from various teams across the globe being fused together to form one, 
seamless gaming experience for the end-player. It took a lot of hard work 
and sleepless nights, solely fueled by the passion for games, to programme 
and animate computer graphics for the various elements. “We all had a 
different role. I was the Animation Programmer for the wildlife system, 
for example the animals” explained John Tng. “Each and every one of us 
is in some way a big gamer. We love to play computer games but we have 
different preferences. I like racing games, while John enjoys RPG games,” 
continued Sheikh Dawood a graduate of the programme.   

Their passion for gaming, creativity and curiosity are distinct 
qualities that TQ Global seeks to further develop. The organisation 
stands true to its philosophy of equating human resource to success, 
ensuring the right people are recruited. “We want to build a long term 
relationship. We give them the opportunity to obtain a Masters Degree as 
well as practical industry knowledge, and at the same time they get paid 
while completing their research,” said Mr Raymond D. Neoh, Managing 
Director of TQ Global. Aside from attaining a Masters Degree, students 
undertaking the programme will have secured themselves a position at  
TQ Global. For the graduates presently working with TQ Global, the 
journey has been an eye-opener that has given them the opportunity to 
travel and work alongside industry greats.

The smiles on the faces of the many who went full-throttle at the 
Baja Games organised, were a clear indication of the success of the team. 
“The Masters programme is challenging. The process of building a game 
isn’t as fun as playing it but having completed the game, and seeing what 
we’ve done in play, and our names rolled-out during the credits make it 
all worth it,” said Sheikh. The team is currently working on creating three 
exciting new projects.    

*For more information on the SCE-TQ Global Masters of Engineering Programme, 
visit: http://www3.gamelab.ntu.edu.sg/

Revving-up at the 
Baja Games! 

Photos by Lau Li Jun
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Exclaim! 2008 certainly gave the SCE community much reason to shout 
out in unison, “We love SCE!”. Traditionally known as the Annual 
School Day, this year’s celebration held on 5 March brought the entire 

SCE body together — at and around the Nanyang Auditorium. Organised by 
the Computer Engineering Club (CEC), the afternoon was packed with fun 
activities for all. The entire Nanyang Auditorium foyer was lined with stalls 
offering a kaleidoscope of products and services, ranging from accessories 
to even a health check.  

Preparations for Exclaim! started as early as September 2007 
and according to the Organising Committee, “It was well worth it”. 
Themed Unveiling SCE, the day began with staff and students participating 
in SCE’s very own Amazing Race which saw entrants scrambling to unveil 
forgotten parts of SCE while at the same time, solving puzzles and quizzes 
related to the School at the various checkpoints.  

The afternoon saw prizes being given away and the debut presentation 
of a cleverly produced video, showcasing student life at SCE. Gracing the 
event were Guest of Honours Associate Professor Francis Lee (Associate 
Chair, Research) and Associate Professor Lok Tat Seng (Dean of Students). 
Receiving the grandest applause was perhaps the presentation of prizes to 
the ‘Most Popular’. The results are as follows:  

Most Popular Lecturer Year 1 Associate Professor Woo Wing Keong

Most Popular Lecturer Year 2 Assistant Professor Vinod Prasad

Most Popular Lecturer Year 3 Assistant Professor Miao Chun Yan

Most Popular Lecturer Year 4 Associate Professor Yeo Chai Kiat

Most Popular Hardware Technical Staff Mr Lam Hoy Kong

Most Popular Software Technical Staff Ms Eng Hui Fang

The celebrations continued with even more performances by students and 
an impressive buffet spread awaited the many attendees at the foyer. 
The ever capable Organising Committee was also able to secure not one 
but several arcade games and foosball tables that had many queuing. The 
event was defi nitely a hit and on behalf of the School, we would like to 
congratulate and thank the organisers for the smashing SCE party! 

Exclaim! 
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Leaving an indelible mark on the minds of all present, the Convocation 
Ceremony was a joyous affair that saw the graduation of 650 skilled 
engineers, ready to take on the challenges of changing the way we 

live, work and play. The ceremony held on 25 July, saw the conferment of 
students from the undergraduate and graduate programmes offered by the 
School. Joining them in this celebration were their loved ones as well as 
the Professors and Lecturers who have in many ways inspired them. 

Extending his heartiest congratulations was Guest-of-Honour, 
Dr Francis Yeoh, Chief Operating Offi cer, Singapore National Research 
Foundation. In his address, Dr Yeoh paid tribute to the many Engineers 
who have revolutionised society and the modern-day economy. “The 
modern indsutrialised economy is built on science and engineering. They 
are at the core of economic development and value creation,” said Dr Yeoh 
who went on to congratulate the students for having the foresight to 
pursue an education in Engineering.

This year’s ceremony saw eight students receiving medals and awards 
for excelling in their respective programmes. The following are names 
of students who were honoured with prestigious awards during the 
ceremony:

NAME AWARD

Chua  Zin Yan (CE)
Lee Kuan Yew Gold Medal
Infocomm Development Authority of Singapore 
Gold Medal

Cao Min (CE)
Univer sity Scholars Award 
Institution of Engineers Singapore Gold Medal

Jia Shaopeng (CE) University Scholars Award

Irene Christianti (CE) Defence Science & Technology Agency Gold Medal

Nguyen Hoang Vu (CE)
Information Technology Management Association 
Gold Medal cum Book Prize

Cai Yi (CE) Winner of the NTU Gold Medal

Toh Wei Qiao (CS) Tata Consultancy Services Gold Medal

Hans Guruh Dwi Eko 
Aribowo (CS)

Lee Kuan Yew Gold Medal
Hewlett-Packard Gold Medal

“I really appreciate the dedication of the Professors in SCE as well as 
the structure in which the programmes are designed - giving equal focus 
on both theory and practical training,” said award winner Chua Zin Yan 
who even before graduation has secured himself a position at IBM.

The event was a grand success. Celebrations continued into the 
reception area that was decked with gold balloons and lined with buffet 
tables offering a delectable fare. Graduates together with their equally 
thrilled parents were busy snapping photos - photos that would serve as 
valuable mementos in years to come. 

On behalf of the School, congratulations Class of 2008! 

Congratulations 
Class 2008!
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Graduates’ Evening 

The graduates were grouped into two competing 
teams and the party started leisurely with both teams 
battling in fun games. After a sumptuous buffet dinner 
the party came into full-swing! The cheers of the 
many supporters fi lled the room while the many daring 
few took on the challenge on stage — participating 
in a series of amusing stage games. The energy sky-
rocketed and at one point, graduates found themselves 
standing on chairs and dancing to the music. The place 
was abuzz with chatter and laughter fl ooding the 
entire room!  

Many thanks to our sponsors, NEC Asia Pte Ltd, 
Singapore Computer Society, SPH and Alumni Affairs 
Offi ce for their contributions to this very successful 
event. From the smiles on the faces of many that joined 
in the festivities, it was clear that they were now ready 
to face a different set of challenges ahead. 

— Seah Wen Kor

Graduates’ Evening was celebrated with 
much pomp and style on 26 July, at 
the Grassroots Club. More than 150 

graduating students from the School of Computer 
Engineering (SCE) gathered together to celebrate 

their graduation. 
The pre-event reception saw graduates busy 

snapping photos and catching up with friends and 
professors. Many also patronised the booths set-up 
by the Singapore Computer Society, the SCE Alumni 
Association and Computer Engineering Club which 
offered privileged memberships, and the sale of 
exclusive SCE hoodie jackets.   

The event started with the arrival of Guest-of-
Honour, Mrs Tan Pik Lian from the Alumni Affairs Offi ce. 
Present at the event was Acting Chair, Professor Angela 
Goh and other academic staff who came to celebrate 
the achievements of our new graduates. 
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Unveiling the New 
CEC Committee
The Annual General Election of the Computer Engineering Club (CEC)

— for the academic year 2008-09 was conducted on 21 August 
with the election rally held on 18 August, at LT2A. All registered 

candidates came prepared and ready to take on the various portfolios. 
Each gave a short presentation to prove to the audience that they were 
worthy candidates. 

To ensure that the right people were ‘hired’ for the job, the previous 
management committee members grilled the candidates with questions 
based on their respective speeches. The rally was a grueling 12 and half 
hour process that started at 6.30pm in the evening and ended at 7am the 
next day.   

On the day of the voting, the election booth was set up outside the 
School of Computer Engineering’s General Office. This gave all SCE students 
the opportunity to come down to vote for their favourite candidates. All 
potential candidates stood proud with their publicity posters hoping to 
gain even more voters.    

NAME PORTFOLIO

Xiao Yuhong President

Karan Rajendra Shetti Vice President

Leong Yi Xiang, Kenneth Vice President

Chua Hui Ting, Pamela Honorary General Secretary

Peter Wong Financial Controller

Teng Shu Yong, Joanne Business Manager

Anuj Hiten Bheda IT Officer

Fu Chao IT Officer

Hari Haran Chandrasekaran
Publicity and Publication 
Officer

Johanan Thomas
Sports and Recreation 
Secretary

Rocky Stephanus
Sports and Recreation 
Secretary

Hendy Sutomo Sow Logistics Officer

Marco Triantoro Raditya Logistics Officer

Rahul Mehndiratta Academic Officer

Weng Yao
Assistant Honorary General 
Secretary

Lu Guoguang Business Manager

Andi Nugroho
Publicity and Publication 
Officer

Suon Vannak
Publicity and Publication 
Officer

Andre Ricardo Herianto Academic Officer

Stanwin Siow Events Director

Eugene Tang Events Director

Jeow Li Huan Career Development Officer

Following candidates were co-opted, based on the election 
rally and interviews

The names of the candidates who won the elections 
are as follows:

— Hari Haran Chandrasekaran
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Welcome to SCE! 
This page is dedicated to all the freshmen that have 

recently joined the SCE family. Here is a recap of 
activities and events that have taken place! 

Freshmen Orientation Camp
Jointly organised by the School of Material Science and 
Engineering (MSE), this year’s Freshmen Orientation 
Camp was an absolute hit! Held annually, this event is 
a good way for new students to acquaint themselves 
with their peers, and to learn valuable tips and tricks 
of surviving university life from their seniors. Students 
were also given a taste of campus living, as they spent 
six days and fi ve nights at Hall of Residence 6, from 
14-19 July. The participants competed in many fun and 
exciting activities such as the Amazing Race, Secret 
Partner Night, War Games, telematch and many other 
pool and around the school games. A campfi re was also 
hosted to strengthen the bonds that were built during 
the camp. 

— Hari Haran Chandrasekaran
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Meet your Mentor 
The mentorship programme was introduced to allow 
students to interact and establish better rapport with 
academic staff. It also serves to provide a channel 
for feedback — offering students the much needed 
guidance on pertinent student matters such as, subject 
or even career choices. Held on 27 August the Meet 
Your Mentor session received an exceptional turn-
out rate of over 70% - the highest among the various 
engineering schools housed in NTU. 

Information Session
Held on 30 July at LT2A, the exchange allowed 
students to iron-out uncertainties and for key faculty 
members to interact with the freshmen. Addressing 
the School’s newest members were Professor Angela 
Goh (Acting Chair), Associate Professor Lee Keok Kee 
(Year 1 Coordinator), Associate Professor Yeo Chai Kiat 
(Associate Chair, Academic), Associate Professor Quek 
Hiok Chai (Assistant Chair, Students). 

Sharing the stage with the faculty were 
representatives from the Computer Engineering Club 
(CEC) who explained that life at SCE can be quite the 
colourful journey. The Information Session provided 
SCE’s fresh faces with greater understanding of the 
rigour of the programmes and the reality of what 
to expect.

Getting to know their 
students better, 
Assoc Prof Kwoh Chee 
Keong and Assoc Prof 
Li Jinyan at the Meet 
your Mentor session



Façade: A Magical 
Night of Mystery 

and Dance

The annual SCE Dinner and Dance (D&D) was a 
splendid success! Held on 30 August, at the 
Raffl es Country Club, this much awaited event 

was organised by the 8th Management Committee of 
the Computer Engineering Club (CEC). This event saw 
the attendance of over 170 people. The guest list 
comprised of distinguished professors, non-academic 
staff and students who donned colourful masks - in line 
with the night’s theme of mystery, Façade. 

Away from the hustle and bustle of city streets, 
the Raffl es Country Club was a picturesque location, 
perfect for the night’s revelry. The guests were kept 
entertained by pre-dinner events such as magic shows, 
caricature drawings, and for the daring few, face 
painting! Sharing the title of Best Mask Award was year 
four Computer Engineering student, Garvin Tan and 
administrative staff, Angela Ho.  
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The night kicked-off with a splendid performance 
of Chinese drums followed by a speech given by the 
President of the CEC (8th Management Committee), 
Daniel Toh. The night’s entertainment soon began to 
unfold and at the top of the agenda was the search for 
SCE’s very own King and Queen. The beauty pageant 
saw men and women alike, sizzle the stage with their 
catwalk prowess. Aside from the catwalk challenge, 
each contestant had to confi dently answer questions 
posed by the audience. Blessed with both good looks 
and wit, Victor Tan and Anna Carolina Liong were later 
crowned King and Queen. 

With the crowning of the King and Queen, 
the celebrations continued. There was music, dance and 
more importantly, a sumptuous eight course spread. 
Through the evening, a number of games were also 
played. One of which had party-goers dancing while 
blindfolded, and Andi Nugroho a third year Computer 
Science student showed that not even a blindfold 
could stop him from busting some “dangerous” moves. 
There was certainly no denying him of the winning title!  
Enlivening the night further was the much anticipated 
customary prank played by the outgoing CEC President 
on his successor. Lady luck also smiled on a few people 
that night as they walked away with portable HDDs, 
mp3 players and makeover vouchers during the lucky 
draw segment. 

On the whole, the event was a grand success! 
Special thanks go out to the sponsors, Healbeau 
International Pte Ltd, Talenthouse Studio, the NTU 
Student Affairs Office and the NTU Alumni Affairs 
Offi ce.   

— Hari Haran Chandrasekaran 

unfold and at the top of the agenda was the search for 

saw men and women alike, sizzle the stage with their 

and wit, Victor Tan and Anna Carolina Liong were later 

blindfolded, and Andi Nugroho a third year Computer 

Photo Captions

1. Can you guess who we are? 2. Adding a dash of colour 3. Angela Ho winner of Best 
Mask Award 4. Stage games that left all in stitches. 5. SCE Professors join in the fun! 
(from left: Assoc Prof Cai Wentong, Assoc Prof Goh Wooi Boon, Assoc Prof Yeo Chai Kiat, 
Prof Angela Goh, Assoc Prof Hui Siu Cheung, Asst Prof Arlene Bastion, Assoc Prof Francis 
Lee) 6.  Presenting our Pageant King and Queen 7. A grand welcome to  our guests!  
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Back to Basics 

It was two days worth of sun and absolute fun 
for our SCE staff as they sailed away on a much 
needed retreat to the island of Bintan. This two day 

sabbatical gave our technical and administrative staff 
an opportunity to bond outside office walls, through 
a series of engaging yet tickling array of teambuilding 
activities. 

Enticed by the promise of shopping sprees, a 
spectacular gala dinner, fun teambuilding games 
and a relaxing massage by the beach, the offer was 
much too irresistible. The result: A frenzied buzz 
throughout the School! Anticipating a mountain of 
response, two equally enjoyable sessions were hosted 
at the highly rated Bintan Lagoon Resort. Staff were 
given the option to travel either on 25-26 February or  
28-29 February. This arrangement was also necessary 
to ensure the daily, smooth running of the School. 

Although brief, the much anticipated teambuilding 
session had great impact on those who attended. Many 
returned with stories from Bintan that essentially found 
their way through the long corridors of the School and 
for weeks, became the choice table-topic over lunch!  
“The theme dinner was perhaps the most memorable. 
To see my colleagues in boisterous Hawaiian shirts and 
colourful garlands is definitely a rare sight!” tattled 
Chua Kian Peng.  For some, the activities brought them 
back to yesteryears where bonding with friends could 
be over something as simple as kite-building. “The kite-
flying experience brought back childhood memories,” 
added Jeffrey Chng, Laboratory Executive who was 
pleased by the success of his team’s kite engineering 
efforts. 

For those who missed out on the fun here’s a sneak 
peek at our unforgettable Bintan escapade!  

To see my colleagues 
in boisterous Hawaiian 

shirts and colourful 
garlands is definitely a 

rare sight!
— Chua Kian Peng, Manager 

(Finance & Human Resource)
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En route To a Healthier SCE!

SCE staff traded their offi ce-wear for running-
gear on 16 May for the School’s very own Walk & 
Jog event. Hosted by the School’s Staff Welfare 

Committee, this year’s Walk & Jog was an absolute 
winner that saw over 30 staff members keeping-fi t 
together. 

To meet the overwhelming response, another Walk 
& Jog was organised on 4 July. The second installment 
saw even more participants lacing-up their running 
shoes for the 3km challenge. Among the many bitten 
by the running bug were, Associate Professor Chan 
Syin, Associate Professor Lee Keok Kee and Associate 
Professor Kwoh Chee Keong. 

“The motivations behind the Walk & Jog were to 
foster stronger bonds between staff and to promote 
the idea of healthy living,” said Goh Tong Hai, Publicity 
Officer for the Staff Welfare Committee. An avid 
marathoner himself, Tong Hai ensures that the routes 
designed are always never the same, “We try our best 
to keep things interesting and the experience different 
from the last.”

“I had a great time sweating it out!” said Jessica 
Hon, Assistant Manager. Adding to her sentiment, was 
Laboratory Executive Zulkiffl e Kashno, “I had a great 
time and enjoyed the warm-up session conducted by 
Josephine. I think keeping healthy is important and 
this defi nitely does it. I’ll defi nitely participate again!” 
The popularity of this event has safely secured itself a 
position in the Welfare Committee’s calendar!  



Talented people give organisations a competitive edge in 
today’s business environment and this stands true even for 
SCE. The School has come a long way since its humble 

beginnings and it is undeniable that the secrets behind the 
success of this institution are the many dedicated individuals 
focused on one similar goal — propel the School forward. 

These like minded individuals have stood strong and devoted 
their time and effort throughout the many years of the School’s 
existence, as such deserve nothing less than to be commended 
for their meritorious service to the School. Organised especially 
for these few good men (and women), the Long Service Award 
cum Lunch was our special way of saluting our peers.

Organised by the Staff Welfare Committee, this joyous event 
gave SCE staff the opportunity to come together. For the few 
new additions, this event was truly an eye-opening experience. 
“Coming into a new organisation you never quite know what to 
expect. This event has definitely helped me understand better 
the culture of the School and the people that strive to drive it 
forward,” said Marlini Bakri, Assistant Manager. 

The afternoon’s soirée was also very much welcomed 
by the rest of the SCE family. A pioneer in the School and a 
recipient of the award, Tan Piah Chye said, “Time flies and it’s 
been a privilege working in NTU. I was trained in Electrical and 
Electronics and working at SCE has given me the opportunity 
to pick-up more skills that keep me current. It is a joy to meet 
students in the laboratory where I find great satisfaction in 
sharing my experience and at the same time, learning from 
them. This is a good event that helps review our achievements 
and goals in the workplace. ” 
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To our fellow colleagues we salute you! Below is the list of staff 
members who have put their best foot forward:

10 Years Long Service Award

S/No. Name Appointment

1. Miss Tan Joo Sing Secretary

2. Mr Yee Lee Poh Laboratory Executive

15 Years Long Service Award

S/No. Name Appointment

1. Assoc Prof Amitabha Das Associate  Professor

2. Mrs Boh-Nah Kiat Joo Principal Laboratory Executive

3. Assoc Prof Chan Syin Associate Professor 

4. Assoc Prof Chia Liang Tien Associate  Professor

5. Mr Chui Beng Hoong Higher Laboratory Executive

6. Mdm Goh Lay Kian Senior Laboratory Executive

7. Miss Lim Hiong Loo Senior Secretary

8. Mrs Lim-Tan Lay Choo Higher Laboratory Executive

9. Mrs Ng-Siom Siew Ling Higher Laboratory Executive

10. Mr Oh Seck Meng Higher Laboratory Executive

11. Assoc Prof Tan Eng Chong Associate Professor 

12. Mrs Tan-Teo Cheng Kee Higher Laboratory  Executive

20 Years Long Service Award

S/No. Name Appointment

1. Assoc Prof Lee Bu Sung Associate Professor

2. Mr Tan Piah Chye Higher Laboratory Executive

A Salute to Our Peers
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Congratulations! 
Here’s to the dads and their new born babes! We 

would like to congratulate Asst Prof Steven Wong, 
Assoc Prof Li Jin Yan, Assoc Prof Yow Kin Choong, Asst 
Prof Vitali Zagorodnov and SCE Alumnus Lee Ching Peng 
for the arrival of their bundles of joy!   
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for the arrival of their bundles of joy!   

Spread the Word! Beyond Borders
She has been part of the SCE team for more than 

a decade and her distinctive laughter fi lls the 
General Offi ce daily. Aside from being a jolly member 
of SCE, Haslina Mohamad is an altruist who spends her 
Saturday nights spreading the word of practicing safe 
sex for: Action for Aids, Singapore (AFA). 
Haslina has been a member 
of the AFA’s Streetwalkers 
project for the past four 
years. “A good friend of mine 
started me on the meetings 
held at the DSC clinic 
and I had the privilege of 
following her on her weekly 
rounds through Geylang. The 
reality of things was truly an 
eye-opener,” said Haslina.

When asked what she hopes to achieve from her 
voluntary work, Haslina replied, “I hope that after all 
those walks that I did, I can either in a small or big way 
offer them some guidance and knowledge of protecting 
themselves and more importantly, provide them with 
the much needed listening ear.” 

Adrian Soh graduated with   
aa degree in Computer 

Engineering in 2004 and pre-
sently, is a project offi cer at 
CAMTech. Unknown to his peers, 
this multi-talented engineer 
not only plays the violin but 
is an active humanitarian. 
He believes in leading a well-
rounded life and participates 
in many volunteer activities. 
“I want to do more than provide 
fi nancial aid I want to be able to physically contribute to a good cause,” 
said Adrian. Crossing borders, Adrian was among the few from the 
Archdiocesan Crisis Coordination Team that traveled to Tibang, a small 
village in Banda Aceh, Indonesia, to provide the much needed relief for 
the Tsunami stricken coastal village. Adrian played a pivotal role of re-
building homes for the victims. “The 50 of us were grouped into four 
teams and allocated to different plots of land. On average, we assisted 
the locals to construct two houses per team,” recalled Adrian. The 
maiden experience proved to be a humbling one for Adrian who found 
gratifi cation from the smiles of the villagers. Adrian looks set to touch 
even more lives as he embarks on new adventures.  

— Pfeiffer Chung

Animal Activist
Computer Science Lecturer Kevin Anthony Jones received funding from the Animal 

Protectors Grant in August, at Singapore’s fi rst ever Animal Welfare Symposium, to conduct 
a research project to study the management of cats in the community. He hopes to see strays 
fed regularly and responsibly and subsequently sterilised, to ensure that their numbers are 
kept in control. Using campus grounds as the monitored environment, he plans to set-up more 
Cat Cafés, where strays can be fed at a fi xed spot. This allows for the furry creatures to be 
managed, and out of the way of those who dislike them. This initiative will also ensure the 
cleanliness of campus grounds. Aside from the Cat Café project, the lecturer is an active 
member of NTU’s Cat Management Network. It has been mentioned that the network will be 
revamping its website to include a public adoption page to fi nd homes for strays on campus. NTU cat enthusiasts Ivy Li (left), Kevin Anthony 

Jones and Chua Sok Hoon (right) together with 
resident cat Kun Yit.
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Promotions
Heartiest congratulations to the 
following staff for their new 
appointments!

Dr Stephen 
Turner 

PROFESSOR

Dr Jagath 
Rajapakse

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR

Dr Cai Jianfei
Dr Ong 

Yew Soon

MANAGER

Mr Chua 
Kian Peng

Miss Yap 
Liy Mui, Molly

PRINCIPAL LABORATORY EXECUTIVE

Mrs Boh-Nah 
Kiat Joo

Mrs Ng-Goh 
Siew Lai, Irene

SECRETARIES

Miss Len 
Ah Chan 

Miss Koh 
Soh Hong, Elaine

SCE’s Iron Chef
Garvin Tan is a fulltime student by day and 

an iron (waffl e) chef by night! A fourth year 
Computer Engineering student, Garvin runs a 
waffl e business at Canteen 11 called Five12 where 
he offers a varied selection of lip-smacking 
fl avours. From the traditional chocolate waffl e 
to the unconventional prata sausage – slathered 
with your choice of ketchup, BBQ or mayonnaise 
— this computer engineer, turned enterprising 
chef, looks set to tantalise your taste buds. Waffl e 
prices range from just a dollar, for a plain waffl e 
and $2.70 for the slightly more intriguing. 

Matrimonial Bliss
After eight years of romance Shirlin Lim, the 

newest edition to our SCE family, has fi nally 
tied the knot with her long time love. Our newly 
appointed, Assistant Manager (Administration) had 
her fairytale wedding at the Fairmont Hotel on, 
5 December. Congratulations to our newly weds!   

A License to Shoot 

Targeted at the late night study crowd, the store 
operates every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Sunday from 8pm to midnight. “I took what I learnt 
during my minor in Entrepreneurship lessons into 
practice and paired it with my knowledge that students 
study till late, and food helps with the mugging, “ 
said Garvin who plans to take his business further by 
catering to the early morning crowd. 

If there was anyone we’d endorse 
to receive a license to shoot 

(a camera of course), is Higher 
Laboratory Executive, Toh Leong 
Teck. A passionate shutterbug, 
Toh found himself in front of the 
lens recently as he bagged the 
consolation prize at this year’s, 
ConnectNanyang Photography 
contest. Another magnum opus 
of his was published in a local 
publication Eye e City — a project 
that seeks to provide a platform 
for local photography enthusiasts 
to showcase their perspectives on 
everyday life in Singapore. 
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Academic Staff

Dr Bertil Schmidt
Associate Professor
Division of Computing Systems
N4-02b-69b
Tel: 6790-6107

Dr Wang Ping
Assistant Professor
Division of Computer Communications
N4-02c-118
Tel: 6790-6822

Dr Tsang Wai Hung, Ivor
Assistant Professor
Division of Computer Science
N4-02c-107
Tel: 6790-4587

Dr Fu Chi-Wing, Philip
Assistant Professor
Division of Computer Science
N4-02c-109
Tel: 6790-4928

Dr Ramakrishna Kakarala
Associate Professor
Division of Computing Systems
N4-02c-106
Tel: 6790-5925

Dr Dusit Niyato
Assistant Professor
Division of Computer Communications
N4-02c-110
Tel: 6790-5783

Dr Tao Dacheng
Nanyang Assistant Professor
Division of Computer Communications
N4-02b-67
Tel: 6790-6250

Dr Lim Joo Hwee
Adjunct Associate Professor
Division of Computer Communications
[Centre for Multimedia & 
NetworkTechnology]
N4-B2c-06
Tel: 6790-5832

Dr Guan Cuntai
Adjunct Associate Professor
Division of Computing Systems

Research Fellows

Dr Ta Nguyen Binh Duong
Research Fellow 
Parallel & Distributed Computing Centre
N4-B2a-03
Extn: 4623

Dr Stephanus Surijadarma Tandjung
Research Fellow
Emerging Research Lab
N4-B3b-06e
Tel: 6790-4964

Dr Krzysztof Rzadca
Research Fellow
Parallel & Distributed Computing Centre
N4-B2a-03
Tel: 6513-2176

Dr Zhang Huiliang
Research Fellow
Emerging Research Lab
N4-B3b-06f
Tel: 6790-4964

Dr Tony Thomas
Research Fellow
Centre for Multimedia & Network 
Technology
N4-B2c-06
Tel: 6790-6579
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Mr Tan Wei Chian
Project Officer
Centre for Multimedia & 
Network Technology
N4-B2c-06
Tel: 6316-8984

Project Officers

Mr Han Yidong
Project Officer
Centre for High Performance 
Embedded Systems
Research TechnoPlaza
RTP/XB-03
Extn: 6644

Mr Nghiem Viet Nam
Project Officer
Centre for Multimedia & 
Network Technology
N4-B2c-06
Extn: 6579

Mr Xiao Xiantao
Project Officer
Parallel & Distributed 
Computing Centre 
N4-B2a-03
Extn: 4623

Mr Han Shuchu
Project Officer
GameLab, N4-B1b-13
Tel: 6790-0375

Administrative Staff

Ms Marlini Bte Bakri
Assistant Manager 
(Publication)
NS2-05-36
Tel: 6316-8871

Miss Chua Beng Lay, Joanne
Executive Officer
(Finance/Admin)
N4-02a-32
Tel: 6790-6794

Miss Chung Siew Ngo, Pfeiffer
Assistant Manager  
(Publicity)
NS2-05-36
Tel: 6316-8872

Ms Lim Bee San, Shirlin
Assistant Manager 
(Administration)
NS2-05-36
Tel:6316-8873

Mr Pham Hai Nam
Project Officer
GameLab
N4-B1b-13
Tel: 6790-0375

Mr Jin Changjiu
Project Officer
Centre for Advanced 
Information Systems 
N4-B3c-14
Tel: 6790-6333

Mr Fajar Maulana Firdaus
Project Officer
Parallel & Distributed 
Computing Centre, N4-B2a-03
Tel: 6790-4623
Tel: 6513-2178

Mr Nguyen Quang Huy
Project Officer
Centre for Multimedia & 
Network Technology
N4-B2c-06
Tel: 6790-6579

Mr Li Boyang
Project Officer
Emerging Research Lab
N4-B3b-06k
Tel: 6790-4453

Mr Raveendranatha Panicker 
Mahesh
Project Officer
Centre for High Performance 
Embedded Systems
Research TechnoPlaza
RTP/XB-03
Tel: 6790-6643

Research Associates

Mr Eiji Sugisaki
Research Associate
GameLab
N4-B1b-13b
Tel: 6790-0375

Mr Andrew Charles Gregory
Research Associate
Emerging Research Lab
N4-B3b-06
Extn: 6966

Mr Zeng Tao
Research Associate
BioInformatics Research Centre
Research TechnoPlaza 
RTP/XF 03
Tel: 6790-6605

Dr Wang Jie
Research Associate 
Emerging Research Lab
N4-B3b-06e
Tel: 6790-4964

Mr Sornum Kabilen 
Kadirvelen
Research Associate
Parallel & Distributed 
Computing Centre
N4-B2a-03
Tel: 6790-4110

Miss Lei Lei Win
Research Associate
Centre for Multimedia & 
Network Technology
N4-B2c-06
Tel: 6790-6579

Mr Lu Yixiang
Research Associate
GameLab
N4-B1b-13
Tel: 6790-6767

Mr Tan Toh Hsiang, Benny
Project Officer
Emerging Research Lab
N4-B3b-06j
Tel: 6790-6968

Miss Wu Meiqing
Project Officer
Centre for High Performance 
Embedded Systems
Research TechnoPlaza
RTP/XB-03
Tel: 6790-6644

Ms Lo Melisa Susilo
Project Officer
Parallel & Distributed 
Computing Centre
N4-B2a-03
Tel: 6513-2176
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2nd CAIS Annual Workshop 2009

Centre for Advanced Information Systems (CAIS)
Tel: (65) 67906328/ 6790633  (65) 67906929 (Director)   Email: D-CAIS@ntu.edu.sg / assourav@ntu.edu.sg (Director)

 www.cais.ntu.edu.sg/workshop/

EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

Invited Speaker

Professor Gillian Dobbie (University of Auckland, New Zealand)

Research Talks

On Incremental Maintenance of 2-Hop Labeling of Graphs
R Bramandia, Asst Prof Byron Choi (HKBU), Assoc Prof Ng Wee Keong
(Appeared in ACM WWW 2008)

XBLEND: Visual XML Query Formulation Meets Query Processing
Colin Zhou, Assoc Prof Sourav S Bhowmick, Dr Erwin Leonardi, K Widjanarko
(Appeared in IEEE ICDE 2009)

Cascade RSVM in Peer-to-Peer Network
H.H Ang, Asst Prof Gopalkrishnan, Asst Prof C.H Hoi, Assoc Prof Wee Keong Ng
(Appeared in PKDD 2008)

Semi-Supervised SVM Batch Mode Active Learning
Asst Prof Steven C. H. Hoi, Rong Jin, Jianke Zhu, and Michael R. Lyu
(To appear in ACM TOIS and CVPR 2008)

Pre-emptive Measures Against Malicious Party in Privacy-Preserving Data Mining
Shuguo Han, Assoc Prof Ng Wee Keong
(Appeared in SDM 2008)

Comments-Oriented Document Summarisation: Understanding Documents with Readers’ Feedback
Meishan Hu, Asst Prof Sun Aixin, Prof Ee-Peng Lim (SMU)
(Appeared in ACM SIGIR 2008)

Systems Demonstrations

Semi-Supervised SVM Batch Mode Active Learning
Asst Prof Steven C. H. Hoi

DiscriAlign: A Tool for Discriminative Two-Stage Alignment of Protein Interaction Networks
Boon- Siew Seah, Assoc Prof Sourav S Bhowmick, C F Dewey Jr, Hanry Yu

Poster Demonstrations

Online Spam-Blog Detection through Blog Search
Linhong Zhu, Asst Prof Aixin Sun, Asst Prof Byron Choi

Web Service Composition Approaches and Challenges
Karel Mous, Prof Angela Goh Eck Soong

Preemptive Measures against Malicious Party
Shuguo Han, Assoc Prof Ng Wee Keong

SOCRETIS: A System for Scalable Molecular Networks Comparison and Analysis
Boon-Siew Seah, Assoc Prof Sourav S. Bhowmick, C F Dewey Jr, Hanry Yu

The 2nd Annual CAIS Workshop will present many opportunities for active dialogue among 
researchers and practitioners on all aspects of data and knowledge management such as, 
Simulation and Applied Research, Next Generation Information Architecture and Data Mining. 
This workshop will illuminate new ideas and breakthroughs through the many research talks, 
system demonstrations and poster presentations, delivered by esteemed members of the data 
and knowledge management community.


